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Our patient had concomitant, culture-proven infections
with two genospecies of B burgdorferi sensu lato, B garinii
and B 

our case was responsible for the clinical
disease, or whether both were responsible. CSF and blood
may give positive PCR results only transiently or

intermittently. The reason for this might be the minimal
amounts of spirochaetes and their degradation products
occurring sporadically in the CSF and blood. It is also

possible that spirochaetes are shed to the circulation only
intermittently from their hiding places. Both possibilities
stress the importance of repeated testing. The first symptom
of infection in our 

1

 

year after onset of the

infection, the patient’s central-nervous-system infection
would have remained unrecognised and progressed towards
more serious sequelae. On the basis of this case, we advocate
analysing the CSF of patients even when symptoms are

mild.
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