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methods, and can prioritize different issues as targets of emergency assistance. A 

common result is disagreement between assessment results, leading to a difficulty in 

http://www.untj.org/files/React/REACT_DNAToolTableENG.pdf
http://www.disasterassessment.org/default.asp
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system can wait while other more critical relief efforts are completed. This outcome is 

critical to the effective provision of post-disaster assistance.  

 

A needs assessment is more amenable to considering social and psychological 

impacts. This is done by asking the question “What does a disaster survivor need to 

recover?”, and asking this question not only about their shelter, but also about the 

physical wellbeing, economic conditions, education and a wide variety of other 

subjects. Needs assessments are often done by NGOs and, at times, used by donors to 

justify assistance, i.e., funding to cover a critical unmet need. 

 

The results of a needs assessment can be used to reduce the level of post-disaster 

assistance provided by reducing assistance levels to those of just the unmet needs. 

This can seem niggardly, but is often necessary when relief aid is limited and needs to 

be used most effectively.  

 

However, as most disaster survivors provide most of their own recovery, there is logic 

to asking “What more does a disaster survivor need?”. An approach to meeting unmet 

needs can also be seen as empowering to the disaster survivor when she is part of the 

needs definition process.  
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http://www.livelihoods.org/info/info_guidancesheets.html
http://www.livelihoods.org/SLdefnSimilarApps.html
http://www.humanitarianreform.org/humanitarianreform/Portals/1/cluster%20approach%20page/clusters%20pages/health%20cluster/RT/IRA_Guidance_Country%20Level_field_test.doc
http://www.humanitarianreform.org/humanitarianreform/Portals/1/cluster%20approach%20page/clusters%20pages/health%20cluster/RT/IRA_Guidance_Country%20Level_field_test.doc
http://www.disasterassessment.org/default.asp


http://www.oxfamamerica.org/newsandpublications/publications/briefing_papers/briefing_note.2005-03-30.6547801151
http://www.oxfamamerica.org/newsandpublications/publications/briefing_papers/briefing_note.2005-03-30.6547801151



