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2. Method 
 

We performed triaxial deformation experiments on samples of Etna’s hawaiitic basalt, which has 
been used extensively to investigate the fracturing of volcanic rocks (Vinciguerra et al, 2005, Heap 
et al, 2009). We created an extensional stress field using two parallel pre-cuts, 2 mm thick, 
oriented at 30° to the axis of maximum principal

prium  

2005
 two2005. 

 


