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GOLDSMITH REVIEW OF CITIZENSHIP

cap on their numbers, rejecting a suggestion 
made by PASC. That said, SpAds retain 
their own Code, which will also be laid before 
Parliament, and the Minister for the Civil 
Service will produce an annual report on 
the numbers and cost of special advisers 
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and substantially or fully elected House of 
Lords is still to be determined’ (col. 62WS). 
This understandably frustrated electoral 
reformers, given the slow pace to date on 
Lords reform, but is something that the 
Constitution Unit has been saying for some 
time. The system for one chamber cannot be 
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Annual Lecture Report

On 5 March 2008 Michael Wills, Minister of 
State in the Ministry of Justice, delivered 
the Constitution Unit’s annual lecture, under 
the title ‘Kickstarting a National Debate on a 
British Bill of Rights and Duties’.

Mr Wills stressed that constitutional reform 
remains of fundamental importance to 
our society, with the distribution of power 
determining how every other question in 
public life is answered.

He expressed satisfaction with the 
constitutional progress made by the Labour 
Government, arguing that in addition to 
devolving powers to regional bodies, it has 
transformed the relationship between the state 
and the individual with the Human Rights Act 
and Freedom of Information Act.

The Governance of Britain programme would, 
he said, build on this work. 

The Government would proceed cautiously, 
he promised, stating that we cannot eliminate 
tensions between constitutional institutions 
designed to balance the exercise of power  
by each other.

He outlined proposals that instead attempt to 
manage tensions by enhancing the legitimacy 
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